6th Annual 200 Club

Dear Friends:
The St. Catherine of Sienacommunity is very excited to begin the 6th Annua 200 Club.

Last year we celebrated the 10™ anniversary of the relationship between St. Catherine of Siena and our sister parish, St.
Anthony’s in Monte Plata, Dominican Republic. This has been a very successful and beneficial relationship for both
parishes. For our parish thisis apparent by the record number of youth and adults that will be traveling this spring to our
sister parish for an eye-opening and very educational experience.

With the annual 200 Club our parish has been able to help our sister parish implement some needed sustainable changes.
The proceeds of the past five annual 200 Club fundraisers, close to $70,000, have been used to build houses and latrines,
to bring clean water to some impoverished communities, to support the Porta de Belén daycare, and to help build
community between the two parishes.

Our parish has cultivated a very specia link with the Portal de Belén daycare in Monte Plata. This daycare serves only
the most needy children of our sister parish. Besides offering an early childhood education, this daycare provides daily
breakfast and lunch to children for whom these might be the only meals of the day. The daycare has grown tremendously
over these past 10 years and has added a nursery and specia education classes to serve children who do not have a place
anywhere else. The daycare is in dire need of additional classroom space. In addition, the Sisters that are running the
daycare are struggling to pay decent wages to the lay teachers working at the school. With this in mind, it has been
decided to use the proceeds of this year’s 200 Club as start-up money to build two new classrooms and also to supplement
salaries of the workers at the daycare.

Also, as has been done in the past two years, 20% of this year’s Club monies will be utilized to strengthen community ties
between our parishes. It is critical to our sister parish relationship that the connections are fostered and more people feel
included. In order to reinforce these contacts and to encourage new relations, financial support is crucia. This money
will alow us, for example, to hopefully help some of the Sisters in charge of the Portal de Belén daycare to come visit us
again in Ithacain the near future as their previous visit three years ago proved to be very successful.

These are uncertain economic times for many people in the United States. These economic and stressful times are also
affecting our fellow parishioners at St. Anthony’s in the Dominican Republic which adds to their already challenging
situations in their daily lives. They look to us to assist them in making advancements against the barriers they face. You
can help by buying a 200 Club ticket this year.

To participate in the 200 Club, we invite you to purchase a ticket. Each ticket costs $100 and there are only 200 tickets.

Y our ticket will be entered in ten weekly prize drawings of three $100 cash prizes, beginning on Wednesday, February 3.
We will sell tickets after all Masses through January. Tickets will also be available in the Parish Office during normal
business hours. In addition the 200 Club ends with a celebration, an opportunity for al the 200 Club members to come
and celebrate together while we give out the fina 15 cash prizes (one $1,000, two $500, two $250, ten $50 prizes). This
year the gala dinner to celebrate the successful conclusion of the program will be on Saturday evening, April 17 at St.
Catherine of Siena Parish Center. So mark your calendars!

We ask you to join the 200 Club and keep our brothers and sisters in your minds and hearts and help us improve their
living conditions.

Thank you for your kind attention and your generous support of our sister parish.

For more information regarding the 200 Club or our sister parish project please contact any of the committee members
listed below.

Sincerely,

The 200 Club Committee: Jean Berg, Florianna Blanton, Jossie Brissee, Maura Fetsko, Sister Mary O@rien, Marnee
Pochily, Tom Sims, Helen Steh, Francoise Vermeylen, Christine Williams, Jud Williams



