
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

November 20, 2016—Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO OUR PARISH! 
We are so pleased that you chose to celebrate with us this weekend. We warmly 
invite you to active participation in our liturgical celebration. Please feel free to 
approach one of our Ministers of Hospitality if you are in need of any assistance. No 
matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, your current family or 
marital situation, your past or present religious affiliation; no matter what your 
personal history, age, background, sexual orientation, gender, race, or color; no 
matter what your self-image or self-esteem: YOU are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved, and respected at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Ithaca, New York. 

The mission of St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
is to inspire, engage, and nurture our community through 

worship, witness, and service. 

La misión de la parroquia de Sta. Catalina es  

inspirar, cuidar y motivar la participación de nuestra 
comunidad a través del culto, testimonio y servicio. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Catherine of Siena Church is a Tompkins County Living Wage Employer 

THE VOCATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
 

“If some of you hear the call to follow Christ more closely, to dedicate your entire heart to Him, like the apostles John and 
Paul, be generous, do not be afraid, because you have nothing to fear when the prize that you await is God himself, for Whom, 

sometimes without ever knowing it, all young people are searching.”—Pope John Paul II  
 

When a man is ordained a priest, he is making a lifelong commitment to serve God and God’s people through the 
Church. Discerning this call is a long process that usually takes years to fully embrace. Our own Fr. Joe was a chef 
for years prior to starting the process toward priesthood, and even during that process, there were times of doubt.  

Priests are witnesses to the person of Jesus Christ. It is a commitment they must demonstrate publicly, especially 
in difficult times. The focus of a priest’s life is to serve whomever God brings into his life. 
This requires a certain openness to the unexpected. As representatives of Christ, priests 
are called to preach the gospel, administer the sacraments, care for the souls of the 
faithful, teach the faith, pray, and serve the poor.  

The day-to-day living out of their call means that priests spend their days (and nights) 
doing a wide variety of things. During any given week, Fr. Joe can be found anointing 
someone who is ill; listening to a confession; saying Mass; going to a Pastoral Council, 
Liturgy Committee, or staff meeting; answering emails; meeting with the parish finance 
director; writing a homily; helping a family plan a loved one’s funeral; meeting with 
parents about baptizing their children; or a million other things. In our particular 
situation, Fr. Joe is often found walking through our construction site, overseeing the 
work and making decisions related to it. But beyond all these tasks, all priests need to 
spend a part of their day in prayer so that they maintain the relationship with God that is the source of their 
vocation.  

There are different types of priests—diocesan priests and those who are known as religious priests because they 
are a part of a particular order (e.g., Jesuits or Franciscans). A diocesan priest serves the Church of a particular 
diocese, usually as a parish priest. The people of his parish become his primary “faith community.”  A religious 
priest is a member of a community and that community is the primary community in which he lives and 
worships. He may be a parish priest, but religious priests often serve in a wider variety of roles including as 
missionaries, within colleges and schools run by their order, retreat centers, college campuses, and others.  

All of us can help men discern their calling to the priesthood through prayer, by supporting vocations through 
our donations to the Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA), and by affirming priesthood as an important vocational 
choice when we encounter someone who is discerning their own call. There is information inside the bulletin 
about discernment for priesthood.  

 



MINISTRY TEAM 
Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Marcoux, fmarcoux@dor.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Ann Marie Eckert, ameckert@dor.org 
 

Director of Liturgical Music 
Sherry Scanza, sherry.scanza@gmail.com 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Ashley Blank, ablank@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry 
Patricia Sipple, psipple@dor.org 
 

Communications Coordinator 
Jane Bonassar, jbonassar@dor.org 
 

Director of Finance & Administration 
Lawrence Wasser, lwasser@dor.org 
 

Bookkeeper 
Susan Dean, sdean@dor.org 
 

Organist 
Dr. Mary Holzhauer 
 

Administrative Assistant 
June Haynor, istcathe@dor.org 
 

Maintenance Technician 
Craig Murray 
 

Housekeeper 
Diane Tordel 
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob Pochily, Kristin Campagnolo 
 

COUNCIL CHAIRS 
Pastoral Council: Joseph Babcock 
Finance Council: Joe Kiely 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish community! Registration packets 
are available at all Church entrances and at the office.  
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our Sister Parish 
We enjoy an ongoing exchange of people and prayer with 
St. Anthony’s in the Dominican Republic. Donations to 
the “loose change bowls” located at each Church entrance 
provide meals and education for over 200 children at the 
parish daycare center.  
 

Almsgiving 
10% or more of all donations we receive go to the poor 
and needy. 
 

Clothing for the Needy 
Clean used clothing in good condition accepted 24/7 at 
the shed adjacent to the parking lot. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 & 11:30 a.m. 
Mass in Spanish: 4th Sunday of the month, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Monday: 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. 
Brookdale Senior Living: 4th Tuesday of the month, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Accommodations: 
Gluten-reduced hosts are available; notify a staff member. 
Personal listening receivers are available from the Sacristy. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation 
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appointment 
 

Infant Baptisms 
We’re so happy about the new addition to your family. 
Parents participate in a preparation program prior to baptism. 
Please contact the office three months prior to the baptism. 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations on your engagement! As with the other 
sacraments, prior preparation is necessary. Please contact the 
office at least six months before the wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick/Visitation  
Please contact the office for arrangements for individual 
anointing or for a visitation to someone who is sick or 
homebound. For emergencies after hours, please call Fr. Joe at 
585-747-3649. Families should alert the Parish Office when 
family members are in the hospital. Hospitals are no longer 
able to provide parishes with this information. If you would 
like to have someone prayed for at Mass and/or added to the 
Prayer Corner in the bulletin, we invite you to call the Parish 
Office at 257-2493.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
For information on becoming Catholic, or questions about the 
Catholic faith, contact Ann Marie Eckert.  
 

Holy Orders 
For information about vocations, contact Carol Dady with the 
Diocesan Office of Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or 
vocations@dor.org. 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
Eucharistic Adoration  
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. & Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
 

Rosary 
Fridays at 5 p.m. in the Church 
 

Prayer Groups 
Centering Prayer and Ignatian Prayer Groups meet 
throughout the month. Small Christian Communities also 
meet weekly. For more information, call Ann Marie Eckert. 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
302 St. Catherine Circle, Ithaca, New York 14850 

607-257-2493 
www.stcathofsiena.org  /  www.facebook/stcatherinesithaca 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. (closed for lunch at 1 p.m.) 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Today 
2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; Col 1:12-
20; Lk 23:35-43 
 

Next Sunday 
Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” (Lk 23:42) 

Friday, November 25 
Parish Office Closed 
9:30 a.m. Strength Training 
2:00 p.m. Parish Directory Photos 
5:00 p.m. Praying the Rosary  
Saturday, November 26 
9:00 a.m. AA 
9:00 a.m. Parish Directory Photos 
4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation  
5:00 p.m. MASS: David M. Ahlers by Jeanne Thoren and 
 Our Parishioners 
Sunday, November 27 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Jerry Ackland by Patricia Boquist 
11:30 a.m. MASS: Marjorie Hagin by the Hagin Family 
 and Tom Gilligan by the Family of Mary & Jim 
 Gilligan 
 

    WHAT’S HAPPENING—NOVEMBER 21–27 

Monday, November 21 
5:30 p.m. MASS: In Honor of Jeannie Barnaba’s 80th 
 Birthday 
7:00 p.m. Scripture Study 
Tuesday, November 22 
9:00 a.m. MASS: James “Harry” Lacey & Paul Lacey by 
 Mary Lou Bailey-Smith 
2:00 p.m. Parish Directory Photos 
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
5:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 
6:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Dinner 
Wednesday, November 23 
Parish Office Closed 
7:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, November 24—Thanksgiving 
Parish Office Closed 
10:00 a.m. MASS: Our Godchildren by Jeff & Jane Doyle 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 OFFERTORY INCOME, November 13, 2016 

 Collection: $5,350 

 EFT Donations: $5,941 

 Mailed-in Donations: $4,877 

 TOTAL: $16,168 

 WEEKLY BUDGET: $10,577 

 VARIANCE: + $5,591 

 MONTHLY SUPPORT FOR THE PORTAL DE BELÉN, OCTOBER: 

 Checks to the Portal de Belén Foundation: $45 

 Online Giving: $50 

 Dominican Republic Bowls: $869 

 TOTAL: $964 

 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MONTHLY BUDGET: $1,000 

 VARIANCE: - ($36) 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please hold in prayer those who are sick: 
Yumi Choi, Gary Blank, Jerry Klumb, Ruthanne 
Bruen, Milagros Ramos, John Benedict, Anita 
Malone, Christina de Roos Bain, Len Topoleski, 
Mary Camobreco, Albert Dominick, Scott Long, 
Garrison H. Davidson Jr., Silas Martinez, Craig 
Trowbridge, Bob Orrange, Marilyn Pollutro, 
Margy Dillon, Colin Hayward-Toland, and 
David Hyatt. 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’ve raised $16,920 toward our goal of $48,418. Please prayerfully consider pledging to the CMA. 



 

 

Parish-Wide Opportunities 
 

ADVENT EVENING OF PRAYER 
On December 4, St. Catherine’s will be hosting an 
evening of prayer. Evening Vespers will be prayed 
from 7–8 p.m., and the Church will be open for 
Adoration, private prayer, and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation from 5:30–7 p.m. All are welcome to 
this simple way that we can slow down, reflect, and 
prepare ourselves spiritually for Christmas.  
 

GIVING TREE 
Tags are still available for you to participate in our 
Giving Tree program. When you take a tag, please 

remember that gifts need to be 
returned to us by Sunday, December 
4. We appreciate all the generous 
people who have already taken tags 
and the many ways that you are 
working to support those in need here 

in our community and in the 
Dominican Republic.  
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY—INFANCY NARRATIVES 
Although you missed the first week, there is still time 
for you to jump in and join Fr. Joe for a Scripture 
Study that will look at the opening chapters of 
Matthew and Luke, the only gospels which describe 
the wondrous events surrounding the birth of the 
Messiah. The study is being held on Monday nights 
from 7–8:30 p.m. on November 21 and December 5 
and 12. Material costs are $20. For more information 
or to register, please contact Ann Marie at 257-2493 or 
ameckert@dor.org. 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION TRAINING 
We will be providing training for anyone interested in 
being an Extraordinary Minister of Communion this 
Sunday, November 20, at 1 p.m. in the Church. 
Ministers of Communion serve at Masses and also 
might be called upon to bring Communion to the sick.  
Those wishing to serve in this ministry must be 16 
years old or older and have received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. If you would like more information, or 
to let us know you are coming, please contact Patricia 
Sipple at 257-2493 or psipple@dor.org.  
 

NEW PARISH DIRECTORY 
If you have not been able to schedule a time for your 
picture, but would like to appear in the directory, 
please contact Ann Marie at ameckert@dor.org or 257-
2493.  

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Fr. Joe will be making the turkey, stuffing, and gravy 
for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Tuesday, 
November 22, at 6 p.m. The dinner is open to all, 
especially those who are not able to spend 
Thanksgiving with loved ones. You are invited to 
bring side dishes or perhaps help to clean up 
afterward. To RSVP, please contact June Haynor at 
istcathe@dor.org or 257-2493.  
 

CHRISTMAS CHOIRS 
Would you like to sing with the Christmas choirs? 
Youth Christmas choir rehearsals begin on Tuesday, 
November 29, and adult Christmas choir rehearsals 
will begin on Thursday, December 1. If you would 
like to join the choir on Christmas Eve, please speak 
with Sherry Scanza after Mass or contact her at 
sherry.scanza@gmail.com. We hope you will join us! 

 

BOOK CLUB VOTE 
The Book Club has come up with a list of possible 
selections for the 2017 book list from three different 
categories: classic, current, and spiritual works. The 
complete list and title descriptions can be found on 
the parish website (www.stcathofsiena.org) in the 
Book Club section, or a paper copy is available in the 
Parish Center. Please read through the summaries of 
these three categories and pick up to three titles that 
appeal to you from each category. You should have 
nine titles total. Submit your votes via the online ballot 
on the parish website or print and drop off your 
ballot in the Book Club folder outside the Parish 
Office no later than Wednesday, November 30. The 
final list will be revealed in early December. All are 
welcome to vote. Happy reading!  
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AN INVITATION FROM JEANNIE BARNABA 
Hello, my name is Jeannie Barnaba and I’d like to 
invite you to a special event. On Monday, 
November 21, at 5:30 p.m., on the vigil of the feast 
of St. Cecilia, the patroness of musicians, there will 
be a Mass at St. Catherine’s in recognition of my 
80th birthday and 25+ years of service to the Music 
Ministry as a cantor and choir member. It was 
really important to me that a way be found to mark 
this milestone event through a Mass where we 
could offer gratitude to God for the gift of faith, 
love, and prayer through music that continues to 
be such a beautiful and motivating part of life in 
Music Ministry. Come and celebrate with us and 
enjoy some refreshments after Mass. 
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Stewardship Opportunities 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEEDS VOLUNTEERS  
Catholic Charities is seeking volunteers to help with 
their annual Share the Warmth project. They need help 
with setup on Monday, November 21, and take-down 
on Monday, December 12. On Monday, November 
28, through Friday, December 2, and Monday, 
December 5, through Friday, December 9, they are 
seeking volunteers  in two-hour shifts from 8:45 a.m.–4 
p.m. Please contact Michaela Cortright at 272-5062, 
ext. 10, or MCortright@dor.org to sign up for a shift. 
 

SHARE THE WARMTH DONATIONS 
Please help to make the Share the Warmth campaign a 
success by donating the following items (new or 
gently used and clean, please): children’s coats and 
snow pants; children’s winter boots; adults’ coats 
(especially men’s); adults’ winter boots; hats; gloves; 
scarves; and blankets. Look for dropoff boxes in local 
stores and on campus or bring your donations to 
Catholic Charities. 
 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING 
For those who like to plan ahead, St. Catherine’s will 
be decorating for Christmas on Friday, December 23, 
from 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. We will need people (and 
ladders) as we decorate the tops of our walls. We also 
have other jobs for people of all ages. If you plan on 
coming, you can let Ann Marie know at 
ameckert@dor.org or 257-2493.  
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY COOKIE WALK 
Habitat for Humanity of Tompkins and Cortland 
Counties is currently recruiting bakers for their 5th 
annual Cookie Walk fundraiser. They 
sold out of cookies last year and they 
need more bakers! This year's Cookie 
Walk is Saturday, December 10. 
Volunteer bakers are asked to 
contribute 6 dozen of your best holiday 
cookie. Cookies are sold by the pound 
and all proceeds benefit Habitat for Humanity. If you 
can help or have questions, please email Pat Stefek at 
pjstefek10@gmail.com. Many thanks! 

 

AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM 
Please remember that Amazon will donate 0.5 percent 
of the purchase price of eligible products to St. 
Catherine’s when you shop at smile.amazon.com and 
designate St. Catherine’s from the list of charitable 
organizations to support. For more information, please 
see https://smile.amazon.com. Thank you! 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT PLANNING TEAM 
This year’s Trivia Night will take place on Saturday, 
February 11. Our planning team is beginning 
preparations for this great event. If you would like to 
join in the fun of planning for Trivia Night, please 
contact Patricia Sipple at 257-2493 or 
psipple@dor.org.  

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR WREATHS AND 
POINSETTIAS  
After each of the Masses this weekend and the 
weekend of December 4/5 will be your final 

opportunities to purchase wreaths 
and/or poinsettias. This is one of two 
fundraisers for the year for our youth 
ministries. Wreaths come in two sizes 
and are decorated with pinecones and 
a bow. We will also be selling 6" red 
poinsettias from Michaleen’s. 

Wreaths and poinsettias will be available for pickup 
on the weekends of December 10/11 and December 
17/18 after each of the Masses.  
 

ADVENT RETREAT WITH FR. PATRICK 
MARTIN 

All Saints, Holy Cross, and St. Anthony’s are hosting 
Fr. Patrick Martin for an Advent retreat on December 
3–6. He will be at All Saints on Sunday, December 4, 
at 6:30 p.m. to speak to teens and their families. On 
Monday, December 5, he will speak at Holy Cross at 7 
p.m. in the midst of Mass, and on Tuesday, December 
6, he will be at St. Anthony’s for Mass and a talk 
beginning at 7 p.m. All are welcome!  
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RESOURCES ON PRIESTHOOD  
The Diocese of Rochester has a great website that 
answers questions, provides resources for 
discernment, and will be helpful to anyone who is 
thinking about priesthood for themselves or 
wondering how to support a family member or 
friend who is discerning. Go to www.rocpriest.org. 
The U.S. Bishops also have good resources on their 
website: http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
t e a c h i n g s / v o c a t i o n s / d i s c e r n i n g - m e n / .  
For information about priests who belong to a 
particular order, visit this website for general 
i n f o r m a t i o n :  h t t p : / / v o c a t i o n s . c a /
types_of_vocations/religious_priests, or go to the 
website of a particular order to understand more 

about their charism and particular process for 
discernment.  
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From the Book of Joe 
 

Dear Parish Family, 

So, post-election malaise. A little more than half of the country voted for Hillary Clinton and 

the other half for Donald Trump. We are clearly a country deeply divided. I suppose there 

will be quite a few people, much brighter than I, who will analyze how we got to this place. 

I believe that will be a valuable endeavor. We will learn much about how to move forward together. No 

matter which side you fall on here I believe it is essential, now more than ever, that we strive to listen to one 

another.  

I read a very disturbing letter to the editor in the Ithaca Journal this morning that encouraged entrenchment 

instead of dialogue. There was a time in our history when we could respectfully disagree with one another 

and still treat each other with kindness. I hope and pray that time will reemerge. St. Thomas Aquinas would 

listen carefully to people with dialectically opposing views and counter them with a level and charitable 

response. Granted, he became a saint—but isn’t that what we are called to be as well?  

Many people are deeply grieving over the results of this election, and many are quite pleased. As a religious 

leader I encourage all of us to allow ourselves to feel what we feel. If you’re grieving, then grieve. If you’re 

rejoicing, then rejoice. If you’re grieving, realize there are folks who are not. If you’re rejoicing, give your 

brothers and sisters who are grieving the space they need to heal. That’s what a neighbor would do. 

Something we should all do is pray. We should pray for our president-elect, for our Congress, and especially 

for the poor.  

As far as I know, the United States is still a democracy, which has always meant that some of us don’t get our 

way. We compromise and we hold each other accountable. Democracy is tough; it takes investment. Perhaps 

this election can actually bring us out of our malaise. Maybe it will help us to listen more carefully to the 

disenfranchised. The founder of our faith, Jesus Christ, associated not with the elite but with those on the 

margins, and we are called to imitate him.  

I am a firm believer that to counter terror we must do greater acts of love. Our only way forward is to be 

together; anything less would be unworthy of a disciple of Jesus. Don’t get me wrong—we disciples always 

fall on the side of peace and justice and the poor. Jesus warned us that a house divided cannot stand. He also 

said that we will be persecuted for the sake of his name—what did we think that meant? If something 

happens in the Church that is unjust, we stand up and say something about it. Wouldn’t we do the same if 

something unjust happens in our government, especially if it affects the poor and the marginalized? If we 

wouldn’t, then we have no business calling ourselves Christians. 

Peace, 
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Youth Faith Formation 
 

“IN THE LOOP” WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
High School Youth Ministry will gather this Sunday, 
November 20, to focus on vocations, since November 
is Vocations Awareness Month. Since this our final 
Sunday session for November, we will celebrate 
November birthdays and have pizza. The following 
Sundays, November 27 and December 4, HSYM will 
not gather.  We will resume sessions on December 11.  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 
Middle School Youth Ministry will gather this 
Sunday, November 20, for the annual Poinsettia 
Project, where our middle schoolers create Christmas 
cards to accompany poinsettias for St. Catherine’s 
parishioners.  Since this is our final Sunday session 
for November, we will celebrate November birthdays 
and have pizza.  MSYM will not gather the following 
Sunday, November 27, due to Thanksgiving break.  
We will resume sessions on December 4. 
 

ADVENT GIFT PROJECTS: ST. JUDE’S 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
During Advent, our faith formation and youth 
ministry participants are asked to give to those less 
fortunate.  Last year, we were able to purchase ten 
animals through Heifer International for families 
around the world. This year, our gifts will be directed 
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, a world 
leader in treating childhood cancer and other life-
threatening diseases. Families never receive a bill 
from St. Jude for treatment, travel, housing, or food. 
The daily operating cost of St. Jude is $2.2 million, 
and approximately 75 percent of its costs are covered 
by public contributions. Each class has been asked to 
choose from a variety of gift options, ranging from 
rehab weights, to art supplies, to a No Mo’ Chemo 
Party.  The gifts range in prices.  Every gift is precious 
and we are asking the children and youth to do an 
extra chore or give up a gift and donate the money 
toward the class gift.  This gift project will run from 
November 13 through December 11. Children and 
youth are welcome to bring in their monetary 
donation anytime during that time. 
 

NO SESSIONS NOVEMBER 27 
Our faith formation classes will not gather next 
Sunday, November 27, due to Thanksgiving 
weekend. The sessions (CLOW, CFF, and MSYM) will 
all resume on Sunday, December 4.  
 

 

Respect Life Ministry News 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
December 19 is the last day to make your reservation 
to ride the bus leaving Ithaca to attend the  
annual National March for Life in January.  
The round-trip bus tour leaves at 11:15 p.m. 
Thursday, January 26, and returns at the same time on 
Friday, January 27. Seats are only $25 each! For 
reservations contact Mary Anne Tissot at 315-246-7479 
or Carolann Darling at 607-351-6668.  

 

 School News 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
The students and staff of Immaculate Conception 
wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving. We 
are very thankful for your support of our school, 
involving the school with the parish service projects, 
your contributions to our boiler and scholarship 
funds, and especially the volunteer hours that 
parishioners have given at the school.  
 

Immaculate Conception School is looking to hire a 
part time after-school aide to fill a recent vacancy. The 
position would have hours from 4–5:30 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays. 
 

NOTRE DAME TURKEY DAY 5K 
Notre Dame High School will host its 4th annual 
Turkey Day 5K on Thanksgiving morning. The 5K, 
open to runners and walkers, kicks off at 9 a.m. Pre-
registration is $25 per person. Day-of registration is 
$30 per person. Runners can register in advance 
online at https://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Elmira/
NotreDameTurkeyDay5K or download a registration 
form from the Notre Dame website at 
www.notredamehighschool.com. New this year is an 
option to be a “virtual runner” with a donation of $15 
to participate “in spirit.” More information is 
available at the online registration site. The event 
raises funds for Notre Dame’s scholarship and tuition 
assistance initiatives. 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Nov. 19-20 Wreath and Poinsettia Sale 
Nov. 20 Eucharistic Ministers Training 
Nov. 22 Thanksgiving Dinner 
Dec. 4  Advent Evening of Prayer 
Dec. 4  Giving Tree Gifts Due 
Dec. 23  Christmas Decorating 
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November 11, 2016 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Every year in October we have an annual meeting to discuss the budget and the fiscal life of the parish. This meeting is 

normally attended only by the trustees, the Finance Council; the Director of Finance; and the Pastor. This year, I 

opened that meeting to all parishioners, and although it was sparsely attended, the questions, concerns, and 

observations were very insightful.  

 

The overall health of the parish is good—not great, but good. Due to a shortfall in last year’s operating performance, I 

asked Larry Wasser, our Director of Finance, to create a very conservative budget for this fiscal year, 2016–2017.  

 

At the start of this current fiscal year, which began in July, we had several large payouts due all at once: $21,500 for 

our school subsidy to Immaculate Conception; $20,000 for our pension plan; and the $12,000 that we were short for the 

Catholic Ministries Appeal. These were in addition to our regular monthly payroll costs of $35,000. Those payouts put 

a tremendous strain on our cash flow.  I responded to that problem by asking the bishop to allow us to move funds 

temporarily from our long-term savings account into our operating fund. He agreed, and I moved $30,000 into our 

operating fund.  We have yet to really bounce back from that cash-flow issue in July, and so I am keeping that $30,000 

in our operating fund, because we can’t afford to return it to our savings account yet.  

 

I hope that as concerned parishioners you are closely following the Stewardship of Treasure box in our bulletin every 

week. If so, you will have noticed that our collections for the past few months are averaging around $7,000, while our 

weekly expenses are consistent at $10,577 a week. I am finding it increasingly difficult to maintain the level of 

ministry we are providing to the community with a regular, ongoing shortfall of income. I know that the community is 

very generous.  I know that we are in the middle of our very successful Unite campaign to build our new Parish Center.  

I also know that we cannot continue to operate at the same capacity if we do not increase the amount given to our 

regular collections. 

 

Another area of great concern for me is our annual diocesan campaign, the Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA). The 

diocese sets goals for all parishes, and the parishes must pay the full amount whether or not they reach their goal. Last 

year, as noted, our pledges fell short of our goal by $12,000, which needed to be paid out of our operating account and 

contributed to our cash-flow issues. I expect that we will fall short of our $48,000 goal this year as well, and so we 

have budgeted for a $10,000 shortfall. To be quite honest, I would prefer if I didn’t have to include any amount in our 

budget to cover our CMA goal, but if donations from parishioners for this campaign fall short of our parish goal again, 

we must make up the shortfall from our operating funds.   

(continued) 



 

 

Something I am very happy with is our Unite campaign’s continuing success. The total amount pledged is $3.3 million. 

So far we have collected approximately $2 million of those pledges, and we began this campaign with $800,000 in the 

bank. We have a total budget for the new building of $4.1 million. As of today, we have paid out $2.8 million to our 

architect, our contractor, and other related vendors. This leaves us a balance of $1.3 million, which we will partially 

cover with a bank loan during the interim period while the remaining pledges arrive. I have every confidence that we 

will continue to be successful in our Unite campaign giving. When I sent out reminders about the campaign in 

September of this year, it yielded a great response from our parishioners who had previously pledged, and we even 

received some new pledges to the campaign, for which I am very grateful. 

 

I am so thankful to this community for the generosity you have extended. I also need to challenge all of us to revisit our 

sacrificial giving to the parish so as to ensure the longevity of our beloved St. Catherine’s. Even after significantly 

cutting expenses and budgets, we simply can’t continue to operate at our current staffing and programming levels if our 

regular collections don’t increase. Please consider the automatic bank withdrawal option for your regular contribution.   

 

My personal vision for our parish is two-fold. In my first term, I focused on building the new Parish Center. In my 

second term, I would like to ensure that the parish is fiscally sound for years to come. That’s my own goal for you. If 

you think I am off track, I am more than open to discussing how together we can ensure St. Catherine’s ministries for 

years to come. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Joe Marcoux 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: NOVEMBER 26/27 

5:00 P.M. 

Music Jane Doyle 

Lector 
William Asklar 
Bob Gravani 

Minister of 
Communion 

Clara Barrett - Host 
Mary Hutchens - Host  
Mary Kay LaLonde - Host 
Cali Michele Johnson - Cup 
Steve Moolin - Cup  
Janet Strebel - Cup 
*** - Cup  
*** - Cup  

Altar Server 
Jacob Lynch - Cross 
Elizabeth Clune - Book 

Minister of Hospitality 

Colleen Barnes - 1  
Eileen Gravani - 2 
Thomas Every - 3 
Barbara E Hoyt  - 4 
 

9:00 A.M. 

Music  Michelle/Juan Arroyo 

Brookdale Madeline LaRocca 

Lector 
Stephen Jesch 
Pierre Gremaud 

Minister of 
Communion 

Diane Bradac - Host  
Bonita Lindberg - Host 
Nancy Pringle - Host 
Silvia Abbiati - Cup 
Diane Childs - Cup 
Steve Dollaway - Cup 
Gregory Menzenski - Cup 
Tori Wishart - Cup 

Altar Server 
Peter Jesch - Cross  
Anthony Lynch - Book 

Minister of Hospitality 

Bernice Magee- 1  
Kathy & Mary Griffiths - 2 
John Sipple- 3 
Marty Whetzel - 4 
Nathaniel & Beverly Way - 5 
John Wishart - 6 

11:30 A.M. 

Music Jeannie Barnaba 

Lector 
Bob Talda  
Michael Twomey 

Minister of 
Communion 

Valerie Evans - Host  
Loisanne Thomas - Host 
Joyce White - Host  
Dan Briotta - Cup 
Robert Brown - Cup  
Mary Ellen Cummings - Cup 
Deb Roe - Cup 
Akoko Semon - Cup  

Altar Server 
*** - Cross  
*** - Book 

Minister of Hospitality 

David Rathmann - 1 
Theresa Rathmann - 2 
Rose Blinn - 3 
Amanyi Richardson - 4  
Hannah Bronson - 5 
Cathy Buttner - 6 



 

 

H 
THE HEIGHTS 

CAFÉ & GRILL 
LUNCH 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:30-2:30 

DINNER 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 5:00-9:00 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5:00-10:00 

903 HANSHAW RD., ITHACA, NY 14580 

607-257-4144 

 

 
 

 

 Richard T. Prybyl, CRPC®
 

 Senior Vice President, Branch Manager, 
 Financial Advisor 

Morgan Stanley 
 Wealth Management 
 130 East Seneca Street, Ste 500, Ithaca 
 Direct 607-274-8538    
 Fax 607-274-8555 
 Toll free 800-633-6336 
 richard.prybyl@morganstanley.com 

 

 

 

 MARIETTE GELDENHUYS 
ATTORNEY AND MEDIATOR 

 

Respectful, peaceful 
resolution of legal issues 

 

401 E. STATE ST., SUITE 306, ITHACA 
 

www.geldenhuyslaw.com 
(607) 273-2272 

 
 

 

 

All Work Done On Premises 
 

 

 

 

 

257-1040 
Triphammer Shopping Mall 

IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION  

SCHOOL 
PRE-K (AGES 3 AND 4) 

KINDERGARTEN — 6TH GRADE 
A Christ-centered commitment to educational excellence.  

 

 
 
 

Corner  o f W.  Buffa lo  St .  and N.  Pla in St . ,  Downtown Ithaca  

Located on N. Triphammer Rd. 
In front of the YMCA 

607-257-2233 
www.ciaoithaca.com  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jay Williamson, CFP, ChFC, CLU 
Financial Advisor 

 

179 Graham Rd., Ste. D 

Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-8665 

607-257-1847 fax 

jay.williamson@nmfn.com 

www.nmfn.com/jaywilliamson 

 
 

 

 

LANSING 

CHIROPRACTIC 
OFFICE 

Robert Brown, D.C. 
15 Auburn Rd. 

Lansing, NY 14882 
Tel: (607) 533-4231 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We invite you to shop and 

compare our quality and price. 

Downtown on the Commons 

272-1810 

  

 

The Elizabeth Ann Clune 

Montessori
School of Ithaca 

 
Serving Children Ages 3 – 14 

 
120 KING RD., ITHACA, NY  607-277-7335 

 

2826 North Triphammer Rd. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-3203 
www.michaleens.com 

With appreciation for the weekly gift of  
fresh flowers for the Parish Center. 

Dr. Francis T. 
Piliero 

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

The Village Office Campus 
2333 N. Triphammer Rd., Suite 402 

Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-8076 

Santana 
Construction Co. 
General home repair, small 

remodel, and building projects. 

Alejandro Santana 

454 Floral Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 

607-379-4987 
Email: santanaconstruction.co 

@gmail.com 

Ithaca Agway 
Farm and Home 

Center 
 

213 S. Fulton St. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

 
607-272-1848 

607-272-1706 (fax) 

RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 

Children and Adults 
 

Hanshaw Road at Pleasant Grove 

607-257-5700 

 

 

Every Day 

You Get 

Our Best!  

 

 

Lisa Ferguson 
www.laughinggoatfiber.com 

Ithaca, NY  273-9212 

Mohair – Cashmere – Alpaca 
Homegrown  Hand dyed  Handmade 

Roving – Yarn – Finished Goods 

Continuous family service since 1942 

Ithaca’s only locally owned funeral home 

607-272-1922 

John F. Bangs (1917-1974) - Jeffrey L. Bangs - Kevin P. Bangs 

ESTABLISHED 1950 
 
 
 
 

 

All your complete housing needs, from a 1-3 bedroom apt. or a 3-5 
bedroom luxury home. 
 
    

—Dry Cleaning 
—Shirt Laundry 
—Garment Storage 
—Leather/Suede 
—Daily 7AM-6PM 

—Bulk Cleaning 
—Draperies 
—Wedding Gowns 
—Silks & Knits 
—Sat 9AM-5PM 

Dry Cleaners 
Northeast 

Proven record of academic achievement 
Disciplined learning environment 

Educating the total child 

320 W. Buffalo St. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

(607) 273-2707 
icdcs@dor.org 

LUCENTE HOMES 
& APARTMENTS 

607-257-0717 

www.lucentehomes.com 

103 Salem Drive 

Ithaca, New York 

Locally Owned—Family Operated 

Sunday Special 

Store-Prepared Sushi 

Buy One, Get One Free 

Of Equal or Lesser Value 

Show coupon at checkout 

—Dry Cleaning 
—Shirt Laundry 
—Garment Storage 
—Leather/Suede 
—Daily 7AM-6PM 

—Bulk Cleaning 
—Draperies 
—Wedding Gowns 
—Silks & Knits 
—Sat 9AM-5PM 

Dry Cleaners 
Northeast 

Proven record of academic achievement 
Disciplined learning environment 

Educating the total child 

320 W. Buffalo St. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

(607) 273-2707 
icdcs@dor.org 

LUCENTE HOMES 
& APARTMENTS 

607-257-0717 

www.lucentehomes.com 

103 Salem Drive 

Ithaca, New York 

mailto:richard.prybyl@morganstanley.com
http://www.nmfn.com/jaywilliamson
http://www.michaleens.com
http://www.laughinggoatfiber.com
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