
 
Minutes 

St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 
Monday, September 9, 2019  

7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 
 
 
Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Fritz Bernstein, Diane Bradac, Trish 
Burgess, Rosanne Colangelo, Dan Doyle, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Mary Hutchens Susan Hyatt, Mary 
Kay LaLonde, Jonathan Lunine, Paul Reyes, Dotsevi Sogah 
 
Absent: Fritz Bernstein, Ben Boynton, Mary Crosley 
   

I. 7:03-7:07      Introductions   
 

II. 7:07-7:20  Prayer and Reflection  
 

III. 7:23  Motion to Approve Agenda  
 

First: Susan Hyatt  
Second: Mary Kay LaLonde  
 
Prayer/Snack Sign-Up for 2019-2020 
 
September: Steve Jesch 
October: Tom O’Toole 
November: Susan Hyatt  
December: None (Christmas Party)  
January: Gigi Galanthay  
February: Mary Kay LaLonde 
March: Rosanne Colangelo  
April: Trish Burgess 
May: Mary Hutchens 

 
      III.          7:25-7:50   Areas of Focus for 2019-2020 
       -Leading Confident and Competent Read  

Steve Jesch noted that Father Joe initially recommended reading 
Confident and Competent as a means of guiding BE Team 
discussions around empowering the laity.  The book, which is 
currently out of print, might be broadly relevant to the parish, and, 
as such, Pastoral Council might arrange for a parish-wide read of 
Confident and Competent this fall.  The book is currently out of 
print, but Mike Redlin contacted the author, who said he would 
facilitate an additional printing, and potentially visit St. Catherine’s 
to discuss the book.  Consider giving to parishioners around 
Christmas.   



     
 
 
 

    -Developing Formal Means of Decision-Making at St. Catherine’s  
Tom O’Toole discussed engagement of the Ithaca Sanctuary 
Alliance with local congregations around becoming sanctuary 
parishes.  One of the things Pastoral Council might do this year is, 
using the sanctuary parish issue as a test case, develop a 
referendum process to make decisions on issues that have 
significant impact on the parish. Mary Kay LaLonde suggested that a 
process be developed similar to the BE Team engagement process, 
where town hall/feedback sessions are held, and parishioners can 
vote after attending those sessions.  Tom O’Toole raised the 
question of whether we would allow all parishioners to vote on 
significant decisions, or only those who attended town 
hall/feedback sessions.   
 
Dan Doyle, Mary Hutchens, and Dotsevi Sogah suggested 
developing guidelines/a flowchart around what decisions should be 
sent to the parish for referenda.  Father Joe suggested contacting 
Karen Rainford for guidance on how to structure a referendum 
process.   

       
    -Promoting Environmental Stewardship/Care for God’s Creation 

Steve Jesch discussed Father Joe’s suggestion that environmental 
stewardship serve as a major theme for parish programming for the 
2019-2020 year.  Diane Bradac provided and discussed resources 
that St. Catherine’s might use for ideas/guidelines for sustainability 
programming.   Paul Reyes suggested promoting the use of 
alternative transportation to church, particularly cycling.  Diane 
Bradac mentioned there are organizations that will facilitate safety 
trainings that St. Catherine’s might invite as a means of promoting 
cycling/cycling safety.  Father Joe discussed the possibility of 
leading a “Green Sunday” to promote cycling to church.  Steve 
Jesch proposed that Pastoral Council go paperless by only using soft 
copies of materials.  Mary Kay LaLonde suggested devoting a 
monthly blurb in the bulletin to featuring a sustainability resource.  
Father Joe mentioned the possibility of Pastoral Council asking 
parishioners to join a committee devoted to “Caring for God’s 
Creation.”  Dan Doyle suggested a bulletin notice encouraging 
parishioners to join the committee.  Gigi Galanthay mentioned that 
she will raise the issue to her youth faith formation group.   

 
 
 



IV. 7:50-8:05  BE Team Update  
Steve Jesch provided an overview of what the BE Team is and their 
activities/progress to date.  Data from the first round of 
empowerment feedback sessions was collected, collated, and 
analyzed.  Throughout the fall, the BE Team will facilitate a second 
round of empowerment feedback sessions.  Dan Doyle asked 
whether the timeline outlined by the BE Team is too ambitious, in 
terms of identifying ministries/programming based on the BE 
Team’s work by December. Diane Bradac and Steve Jesch indicated 
they would raise this question at the next BE Team meeting.  

 
IV. 8:05-8:25  Updates from Father Joe 

Steve Jesch suggested that, in addition to providing Pastoral Council 
with updates at each meeting, Father Joe might bring specific 
questions for members to respond to.  
 
We had a very large bequest given to the parish; the Diocese 
approved St. Catherine’s using the bequest to pay down the loan 
on Mahler Hall.  
 
About a year and half ago, Father Joe began the process of joining 
the Air National Guard.  For one weekend out of the month, Father 
Joe will be gone, and for two weeks out of the year, he will fulfill his 
service obligation.  Coverage will be provided during periods when 
Father Joe is away from St. Catherine’s.   
 
Susan Hyatt asked whether we received any additional information 
from the Diocese regarding the abuse scandals.  Father Joe 
indicated that other than information he already provided to the 
parish, he does not have any updates.  
 
Steve Jesch raised whether Pastoral Council might want to arrange 
for an Ithaca Mobile Pack team this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V. 8:25-8:30  Review Comment Cards  
“As a short in stature visitor, I wonder why no more kneeling during 
the consecration?  Otherwise, I loved the service and the spiritual 
atmosphere at St. Catherine’s”  
 
Response:  Thank you for joining us!  We hope you visit us again.   
 
Temperature: “In the summer, kick the temperature up in the 
facility a couple of degrees. You will save money and not need to 
keep nagging us to fork over more and more (especially hard for 
young families and retirees!) but also make us more comfortable.”  
 
Response: “Thanks for your feedback.  We try to ensure that mass 
is as comfortable as possible for everyone.  However, we keep the 
temperature where it is due to preserve the instruments used in 
our ministry, particularly the organ.”   

 
VI. 8:30-8:45  Thank Yous  

Anyone and everyone responsible for making the Peace Festival a 
success, especially:   
 
Frank & Maura Fetsko 
Ann Marie Eckert  
Ted Skibinski  
Mary Lee Noden  
Kristin Colbert 
Jennifer Costa  
Colleen Barnes 
Jeanette Shady 
Carolyn LaForge 
Gigi Galanthay  
Jen Kusznir 
Susan Hyatt 
Diane Doyle 
Mary Kay LaLonde  
 
Bang’s Ambulance for facilitating the “Stop the Bleed” first aid 
event.  
 
Patricia Sipple for running a great Ministry Fair.  
 
Traudel Lucente and all volunteers who hosted sisters from the 
Dominican Republic.   
 
Ann Marie for hosting an excellent series of leadership trainings.  
 



Volunteers responsible for organizing the senior trip.     
 

VII. 8:45   Closing Prayer  
   
 
 
  


