
Monday March 11, 2019 

7:00 PM, Conference Room, Parish Center 

St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council Meeting 

Present:  Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Joseph Babcock, Diane Bradac, Mary Crosley, Tom 
Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Susan Hyatt, Ben Boynton, Sally Ramirez-Warren, Rosanne 
Colangelo, Dan Doyle 

Excused:  Tom O’Toole, Fritz Bernstein, Madeline LaRocca, Dotsevi Sogah  
 

From 7:00 to 7:18 there was a prayer and reflection of St. Joseph led by Diane. 

7:19 The minutes were approved as drafted. 

7:20 Sherry Scanza gave a presentation regarding the music ministry and shared handout questions 

about the music ministry and getting people to participate more fully. Sherry spoke about the sung word 

as means of worship and the importance of providing leadership through the sung word. 

She addressed four questions from the parish council: (1) What does the music ministry do? (2) Who is 

involved? (3) How does it happen? (4) How do we choose music? 

The answers were: (1) to provide inspiration through music; (2) There are 60 people including choir and 

cantors, plus the children’s choir; (3) There are 1 ½ hour rehearsals on Thursdays, and 45 minute brush-

up rehearsals on Sundays; (4) The music ministers (Sherry Scanza and Mary Holzhauer) go to the liturgy 

and find scripturally appropriate music relating to that week. They have to be sure that the music is 

liturgically appropriate and theologically sound. They work with different styles of music, introduce new 

songs, and special choir pieces. The hymnals that are used most frequently are Breaking Bread, and 

Gather. Sherry makes an effort to work with congregations outside St. Catherine’s in order to stay 

connected to the community. She stressed the importance of being inclusive with the music, and 

mentioned her association with the Congregational church, where her good friend Bill Cowdry is a 

member. 

Joseph asked a question about the selection of music and bands, and the difference between Evangelical 

music and that at St. Catherine’s. Sherry Scanza and Sally Ramirez clarified that the music in the Catholic 

Church is very liturgically based to support the structure of the Mass, whereas Evangelical music is more 

spontaneous. 

Steve asked if there were ways we could support Sherry and the music ministry. 

Note: There is an early April cantata at Immaculate directed by Sherry, that she warmly invites us to 

attend. 

7:57  Steve led the update of the BE team. (A group Beta tester formed by Fr. Joe to prepare the parish 

for inevitable change. The change will be led by Mike Redlin on April 28 and May 5 from 1:00 to 2:30 

PM. Steve asked for volunteers from Pastoral Council to be part of the BE team.  

8:00  Confident And Competent book discussion, based on the first couple of chapters. The book pertains 

to connecting the liturgy we hear in Mass on Sundays to the world. The message of the book is that we 



are all the Church. The conceptual question addressed is how are we all called to preach and witness to 

the world? The message of these chapters focused on Christ’s message about how we cannot allow the 

worries of the outside world to affect our inner dedication to spreading God’s light and love to others. 

The meaning of bringing us around the altar on Holy Thursday was brought up by Joseph. The witness is 

living the gospel values, not to judge those who are not of our faith, for God is love. Fr. Joe emphasized 

that the ecumenical focus of the Church in present day terms is that God is love, and we cannot judge 

even atheists as to their closeness to God. God judges by action and the heart – that is the Church’s 

position at this time.  

8:26 Fr. Joe talked about Fr. Carston and the current heated topic of sexual abuse in the Church. Fr. Joe 

explained that Fr. Carston had worked for many years for Cornell and Ithaca College, and unfortunately 

had been admitted to the hospital for illness a week before the news broke out about allegations for 

prior sexual abuse in the early 70s. Fr. Joe shared that Fr. Chumo, Fr. Dan, and Fr. Joe are covering the 

Masses. Fr. Joe does not know diocesan plans for Cornell and Ithaca college. 

Fr. Joe said that CMA has met $24,000 of their $40,000 goal. $16,000 still to go to meet the goal in April. 

Fr. Joe is preparing to make changes if they do not meet the $40,000 goal. 

St. Catherine’s owes $170,000 on the Parish Center.   Fr. Joe has sent out letters to new parishioners to 

help with that cause.  

Fr. Joe finally received the International Festival’s report and is thrilled (and relieved). He said the Italy 

trip has 33 people signed up. 

RCIA has a good number of young people signed up for confirmation.  

The dedication to Jerome Srb for his service as maintenance person has been placed in the hallway. 

The suggestion box was empty this month. 

The bulletin thanks included Ashley, the ministry fair, donations for D.R., thanks to sponsors, PNC 

grocery store for their generous contributions of fresh food.  

A mobile consulate for Guatemala has been set up.  

Approximately 8:38 Fr. Joe led us in prayer to close for the evening. 

Fr. Joe talked about our conscious investment in music, and broadening the repertoire of the Mass, and 

the importance of paying professionals for the quality of the music at St. Catherine’s.  

 

Submitted by Sally Ramirez-Warren 


