
Minutes 
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council  
Monday, November 11, 2019   

7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 
 
Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Ben Boynton, Diane Bradac, 

Trish Burgess, Rosanne Colangelo, Mary Crosley, Dan Doyle, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Susan 

Hyatt, Mary Kay LaLonde,  

Absent: Fritz Bernstein, Dotsevi Sogah  

Excused: Jonathan Lunine, Mary Hutchens, Paul Reyes 

 
I. 7:00-7:10   Prayer and Reflection  

 

II. 7:10   Approval of Minutes  

 

First: Diane Bradac  

Second: Susan Hyatt  

Motion Unanimous 

 

III. 7:10-7:20   Report from Environmental Stewardship Sub-Committee 

 

Steve Jesch discussed the formation of the Pastoral Council 

Environmental Stewardship Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee 

(Ben Boynton, Mary Crosley, Jonathan Lunine) prepared a report 

that included goals, an expanded Committee including 

parishioners focused on sustainability, and five possible actions 

that might further the goal of Care of God’s Creation.  Immediate 

actions the Sub-Committee is undertaking includes talking to 

Patricia Sipple about the Committee concept and having her think 

about possible participants, reporting back to Pastoral Council at 

the next meeting with the Committee concept, brainstorming 

potential members, and holding the first meeting of the 

Committee in December or January.  Father Joe noted that our 

ability to control the thermostat is constrained by the 

temperature required in the Church to maintain the instruments.  

He also mentioned that the solar panel on the roof still needs to 

be completed, at a cost of $30K.   

 



Trish Burgess and Mary Kay LaLonde raised the possibility of using 

liturgical materials that could be re-used on an annual basis.  

Diane Bradac suggested being more careful with use of the 

kitchen, including more careful documentation on how to use the 

kitchen in a sustainable way.  Father Joe suggested 8 participants 

on the Committee who could then develop subcommittees 

around various issues related to sustainability.  Gigi Galanthay 

offered to solicit Committee members from among St. Catherine’s 

youth. Fr. Joe suggested a chair for this committee should be 

established before forming the committee.    

 

Tom O’Toole wrote a Book of the Pastoral Council around the 

Pastoral Council’s work on environmental stewardship, which will 

be published in the bulletin soon.    

 

IV. 7:20-7:37   Update on Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance (ISA)  

Mary Crosley noted that ISA is now looking for contacts from local 

parishes to support First Congregational Church’s (FCC) sanctuary 

parish initiative.  This would involve soliciting St. Catherine’s 

parishioners to provide rides to sanctuary families, assuming 

responsibility for organizing meals every six weeks, and 

connecting families to basic needs.  Anyone providing rides to 

sanctuary families has to take a “do no harm” training offered by 

the Cornell Farmworkers Program.  Mary Crosley volunteered to 

write a piece for the bulletin detailing ISA/FCC needs, as well as 

soliciting a Volunteer Coordinator from the parish.   

V. 7:37-8:18   Discuss Holding DSS Visitations at St. Catherine’s 

Steve Jesch indicated that St. Catherine’s was contacted regarding 

the possibility of using parish facilities for facilitating parental 

visits arranged by the Department of Social Services.  Mary Kay 

LaLonde, who attend the organizing meeting, noted that it was 

very well attended, with a great deal of passion for this ministry.  

These would all be civil cases, and not criminal cases.  Volunteers 

would not be assigned to a high-risk visitation.  The minimum age 

for volunteers is 18, and all volunteers will be subject to a 

background check, which can be satisfied by CASE training.  

 



DSS wants volunteers to commit to at least a three-month term, 

with visitations starting in January.  Volunteers would be required 

to report any concerns/positive aspects of the visit to DSS 

personnel on site, and there is a possibility that volunteers could 

be subpoenaed.  The three key needs they have, at present, are 

space, supervision, and coordination.  The ideal volunteers are 

retired teachers, health care providers, social workers, or anyone 

with an interest in the welfare of children.  They are soliciting a 

Volunteer Coordinator at St. Catherine’s who would like to lead 

this ministry.  If we find that St. Catherine’s is not a suitable space 

for visitations, we can partner with other parishes, or send 

volunteers to other parish to supervise visitations.  DSS has drawn 

up a liability waiver and has offered to visit St. Catherine’s to 

determine whether our parish is a suitable site.  Rosanne 

Colangelo and Dan Doyle suggested that this ministry might be far 

more complex than many might think, in terms of expertise, 

liability, security, and the emotionally charged nature of these 

visitations. Tom O’Toole suggested sending the opportunity out to 

parishioners with law enforcement/counseling/social work 

backgrounds who might be interested in volunteering at other 

sites.  Then, in several months, we can check in with parishes who 

are providing this ministry to assess challenges/outcomes.  Diane 

Bradac also suggested looking at scheduling to determine, at the 

outset, the feasibility of St. Catherine’s hosting these visitations.          

VI. 8:18-8:26   BE Team Update/Hosting Read of Confident and Competent 

BE Team has discussed Pastoral Council being involved in 

facilitating a parish-wide read of Confident and Competent.  We 

would have copies available digitally, with additional hard copies 

available in the parish offices.  This would involve a parish read, 

and a discussion night with the author on March 1. The last 

several listening sessions facilitated by the BE Team did not have 

great attendance, so they are going to distribute a survey to 

improve data collection. Gigi Galanthay suggested breaking the 

book up into chapters to make reading it more manageable for 

parishioners.  

VII. 8:26-8:26   Discuss participating in Ithaca College's “Ithaca Forever”  

 

Item tabled for future meeting.  

 



 

 

VIII. 8:26-8:32   Update on Peace Festival Finances 

Generated $53,806 in revenue.  Spent $32,395. Netted $18,161.  

This is 26% better than last year, and the expenses were only 2% 

higher than last year. Susan Hyatt noted that this was largely due 

to more people being involved in planning and implementation 

than in previous years.  Tom O’Toole suggested sharing this 

information with parishioners in a consumable way; Sue affirmed 

that it would be shared in an upcoming bulletin.   

IX. 8:32-8:42   Updates from Father Joe  

 

We have begun the Catholic Ministries Appeal, but have only 

reached 10% of our goal thus far.  Trish Burgess asked whether it 

might be worthwhile to be fully transparent with staff about the 

implications of not fulfilling our Catholic Ministries commitment. 

Diane Bradac concurred, suggesting the Finance Council should 

come forward to be very clear on what the potential cuts will be.     

 

Father Joe wrote a bulletin article for Jane regarding his military 

commitment.    

 

X. 8:42-8:50   Review Comment Cards  

 

“Nice to see thank yous from P.C. to a list of people in the 

bulletin.  What about all the bakers, cooks, set-up, take-down, 

etc.?”  

 

Response: “Thanks-we try to express gratitude for all volunteers.  

For some volunteers in leadership positions, we mention them by 

name, and for others, we thank them in general terms.  Please 

know that we are very grateful for the support our parishioner 

volunteers.”   

 

“Let’s rename the ‘Peace Festival’ the ‘International Festival.’  This 

would attract more people.  

 

Response: Thanks for the suggestion; we will pass this along to 

the Peace Festival Committee.   

 



 

 

“Could we please make kneeling optional? My children asked me 

this and I didn’t know what to tell them.”  

 

Response: Either kneeling or standing are acceptable.  As a 

community, St. Catherine’s has elected to stand during the 

consecration, but if you are more comfortable kneeling, that is 

perfectly fine.   

 

XI. 8:50-8:59   Bulletin Thanks  

 

Kim Kirkwood for placing amenities in bathrooms  

Square Dancing Committee   

Mike Redlin for baking pies with Youth Ministry members  

Shawl Ministry for their teaching session with Youth Ministry 

members  

Youth Ministry members for raking leaves 

Martha’s Ministry for making arrangements for funerals  

All of our veterans  

 

XII. 8:59  Closing Prayer  

 Next meeting – Advent Party at Ithaca Country Club (December 17)  

 


