
Pastoral Council Meeting  
 
September 14, 2020,  7:00 PM 
 
Steve Jesch (Chair) 
Susan Hyatt (Vice-Chair) 
Jonathan Lunine (Secretary) 
Sogah Dotsevi 
Mary Kay Lalonde 
Ben Boynton 
Adriana Cardenas Bonilla 
Diane Bradac 
Khandikile Sokoni 
Tom Dunn 
Mary Hutchens 
Mary Crosley, ex officio  
Fr. Joe Marcoux, ex officio 
 
Opening prayer. 
Reading from the Sirach 27:30-28:7. Breakout discussions. 
 
Membership 
Introduction of the new members: Adriana Cardenas, Kandikile Sokoni, Nick Scanlon, HS rep.  
Paul Reyes has relocated from Ithaca; no longer on council.  
 
Sustainability committee item 
Scott Doyle (presenting),  Stu Berg, Mike Redlin on sustainability committee: 
 Building impacts on the environment is main focus. How can we strive for carbon 
neutrality in our parish buildings?  
 Framework concept: See handout provided to the Council (appended to the minutes in 
Word form) 
 Stu presented the handout.  
 Want to know for the Pastoral Council whether this is the right direction to go. 
Discussion: 
Ben question on output indicates very low output from the current system.  
Fr. Joe points out that only one phase of the solar infrastructure is on the roof right now. 
Sustainability committee will connect with Tate, the company that installed the panels.  
Solar deal was diocesan-wide and each parish bought into it. Enhancing it will require 
fundraising.  
Fr. Joe recommends looking into light fixtures and lights for the church.  
Committee will continue its work and will report back to the Council next month.  
 
 
 



Essential ministries and programs 
Sacraments (including RCIA), religious education (youth and some fraction of faith formation).   
Those are required by the diocese. What do we need beyond that?   
List from various council members: 
 Faith formation (additional beyond some ill-defined essential core) 
 Pastoral care (for example, phone tree during early weeks of pandemic) 
 Social justice 
 Peace and Justice Committee, Martha's Ministry, Christmas Giving Tree, and the Prayer 
Groups and Small Faith Communities 
 
Discussion of essential ministries— 
 Mary: Peace & Justice committee said DR must be supported, food, anti-racism.   

Fr. Joe: Work to encourage parishioners to vote. We cannot recommend candidates but 
can encourage responsibility to vote as a social justice issue.  
 Khandikile: Catholic Charities essential, also action plans motivated by reading groups 
studying books on anti-racism.  
 Extended discussion of the value of Catholic charities—how does St Catherine support 
Catholic Charities? Fr. Joe’s answer: Soap for Hope, Giving Tree, Collection on Ash Weds to 
Samaritan’s Center, Share the Warmth, Campaign for Human Development. 
 
Discussion of pastoral care—how can we keep people connected to the Parish. Fr. Joe: phone 
calls far more influential than mass mailings. Action: reach out to Ann Marie to get this going 
again.   
 
This ties into the Be team work, which is to empower the parish.  
 
How to connect with youth? Texting of older to younger is taboo…need to connect youth to 
each other. Discussion of fear among younger kids—we can address this. Engage teenagers 
through…book reads? Movies? Things other than coming to church? 
 
Conclusion—we want to continue our social justice ministries, and we want to reach out to our 
parishioners. Reach out to Nick (Jesch). 
 
Pastoral Council visibility to the Parish 
Monthly announcement from the pulpit. Alternate with the finance council.  
Photo Board.  
Email address for comments …everyone to have access.  
Invitation in bulletin to address issues 
Invite parishioners to meetings.  
 
Fr Joe update 
Mass attendance low but steady 
People are being kept safe.  
Diocese has put a freeze on spending; letter coming out on financial situation.  



DR: We can encourage people to donate through the Foundation. None through Parish to DR. 
Concerns about the Foundation discussed.  
Everyone must sign in when they enter the church for COVID-19 tracing.  
Hospitality ministers need to be more assertive in directing people to seats.  
Sunday 9 AM was unusually large, because of retreat being held at Cornell.  
 
Thanks in the Bulletin 
Hospitality ministers and the cleaners. 
Thanking the staff for everything they are doing during the crisis—Sherry, Mary, Ann Marie, 
Jane for the live streaming services. Lay people who were doing reflections. 
Our groundskeeper Craig—now that he’s back, they look wonderful.  
Thank you to all the people who did the crosses.  
 
Other items 
Sue—We will have Parish Council photos before the next meeting Need Adriana and Khandi 
photos.  
 
Closing prayers:  
A prayer for uncertain times.  
 
Next meeting October 12.  
 
Adjourn at 8.47 PM.  
--- 
Appendix: Handout of the sustainability committee: 

St. Catherine of Siena Church (Ithaca) Sustainability Committee 
Proposal for Framework Toward Carbon Neutrality  

This project is proposed to begin this Autumn and continue for 3-5 years. Our team will provide 
recommendations for three time periods:  

1. Immediate (0-3 months after approval)  
2. Moderate (years 1-2)  
3. Long term (years 3-5)  

We will begin work immediately upon approval, with all work being done within the limits of 
meeting all pandemic restrictions.  

Scope: Determine current carbon footprint from use of electricity and natural gas for all 
buildings on St. Catherine’s campus and make recommendations for decreasing the carbon 
footprint from those buildings through cost effective investments.  

Recommended Immediate Actions:  



1. Determine baseline utility consumption and carbon footprint of campus buildings by  

utilizing obtained NYSEG data.  

2. Investigate added opportunities for switching electricity to clean, renewable sources  

which cost no more than the current costs.  

Recommended Moderate-Term Action (1-2 Years):  

1. Study the various methods and costs for switching from natural gas consumption to other 
carbon neutral energy sources but delay any switching until the current HVAC systems require 
major repairs or replacements.  

Recommended Long-Term Action (3-5 Years):  

1. Implement the plan for switching to renewable carbon neutral energy sources for all buildings 
on St. Catherine's campus by replacing the current HVAC systems with carbon neutral energy 
systems when they require major repairs.  

Costs Estimates  

1. Immediate Actions - $0  
2. Moderate Actions - $0  
3. Long Term Action - TBD  

Report Delivery:  

1. For Immediate Actions #1 and #2 no later than 45 days after proposal approval.  

  
 
 
 
 
 


