
Minutes 
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 

Monday, February 10, 2020 
7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 

  

Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Ben Boynton, Diane Bradac, 

Trish Burgess, Mary Crosley, Dan Doyle, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Mary Hutchens, Susan 

Hyatt, Mary Kay LaLonde, Paul Reyes, Dotsevi Sogah 

Excused: Jonathan Lunine 

Absent: Fritz Bernstein, Rosanne Colangelo,  

  

I. 7:00-7:10   Prayer and Reflection  

 

II. 7:10-7:11   Approve minutes  

 

First: Susan Hyatt 

Second: Mary Kay LaLonde  

Unanimous Approval  

 

III. 7:11-7:17   Update on Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance  

 

Mary Hutchens provided an updated on the Ithaca Sanctuary 

Alliance meetings she attended.  First Congregational Church is 

having an Open House on Sunday, February 16 at 11:30 am to 

provide an update on the sanctuary parish initiative and tours of 

the sanctuary space.  They continue to work on their Statement of 

Purpose.   

 

Volunteers who are part of this process need to be vetted in some 

way before participating.  There is no definite plan for vetting at 

this point.   

 

There are some differences of opinion on who this space is 

designed for—it established to provide an undocumented 

immigrant in danger of being deported more time to navigate the 

legal hurdles to remaining in the United States.  This population 

does not include asylum seekers who are not at risk of 

deportation.   



 

 

 

Mary convened a meeting with Mary Crosley and Thomas O’Toole 

to begin thinking about how we are going to get organized at St. 

Catherine’s.  Tom has reached out to those who were interested 

in the cancelled Guatemalan Mobile Consulate to see if they are 

interested in joining the committee and providing support, on 

behalf of St. Catherine’s, to those living in sanctuary.  

 

Father Joe has asked St. Catherine’s staff to make an 

announcement regarding the ISA Open House.   

 

IV. 7:17-7:25   Report from Environmental Stewardship Sub-Committee   

Steve Jesch shared that, following announcements in mass on 

February 8/9 tied to Laudato Si, 16 people signed up for the 

Environmental Stewardship Sub-Committee.   

In terms of next steps, we need to allow this sub-committee to 

form, but we should also work to develop an action framework 

within which the sub-committee should work.  

Mary Crosley noted that many interested parishioners who 

contacted her were curious as to what knowledge, skills, and 

abilities were required to join the committee.  

Father Joe suggested an initial brainstorming meeting to prioritize 

objectives/items that might represent 3-5 year wins. Steve 

suggested we should ensure this sub-committee understands this 

work should revolve around what we can do at St. Catherine’s 

around sustainability, as opposed to what we can do in the larger 

community.   

V. 7:25-7:52   Confident and Competent book read and visit from Greg Pierce 

 

Steve Jesch provided an update on the Confident and Confident 

book discussions that have occurred in the buildup to Greg 

Pierce’s visit on March 1.  Based on turnout at weekend sessions, 

a good number of parishioners read the book and were fully 

engaged in discussions.    

 



The purpose of this book is to reinforce that even those who are 

living on the margins of the church are still doing things in their 

lives, their work, and their communities are still spiritually valid 

and living the mission of the church.  

Diane Bradac noted that one of the positive aspects of the book 

read is that these discussions reinforced there is tremendous 

benefit in learning from, and engaging in dialogue with, each 

other around critical issues in the church.   

 

Greg Pierce, the author of Confident and Competent, will be 

visiting St. Catherine’s on March 1, 5-6pm will feature dinner and 

table discussion, 6-7:30pm will feature a question and answer 

session with Greg.  Steve Jesch encouraged as many from the 

Pastoral Council as possible to attend.   

 

Gigi Galanthay noted that Ashley Blank had been in touch with 

Greg, and that he asked for a good turnout from youth.  She asked 

any Pastoral Council members who know youth in the parish to 

encourage them to attend.   

 

Mary Kay LaLonde asked whether there is a way to record the 

session so those who missed the discussion can hear what was 

said.   

 

VI. 7:52-8:01  Invite Parishioners to “Town Hall” PC Meeting in March/April   

 

Father Joe suggested to Steve Jesch that we should open up the 

beginning of one of our regular meetings to parishioners.  An 

alternative idea was to use one of our regular Pastoral Council 

meetings as a “Town Hall” and devote the entire meeting to 

gathering feedback from parishioners.  

 

Father Joe noted that parishioners are welcome to attend any 

Pastoral Council meeting.  Council determined that this was not 

well-publicized, and that we should be more transparent about 

letting parishioners know they are able to attend meetings, rather 

than hold a formal “Town Hall.”   

 

 

 

 



 

 

VII. 8:01-8:06   Updates from Fr. Joe 

 

Father Joe noted considerable progress has been made toward 

our Catholic Ministries Appeal goal.   

 

Attendance and collections were down considerably over the past 

few weeks.    

 

VIII. 8:08-8:10   Review Comment Cards  

Suggestion: “Maybe don’t order quite as many bulletins.  There 

always seems to be leftovers, and the color printing must be 

expensive.  Families should be encouraged to view the bulletin 

electronically as well.”   

Response: “Thanks for your suggestion.  It actually doesn’t cost 

the parish anything to print the bulletins due to advertising.  It’s 

also hard to find the “sweet spot” for how many bulletins to order 

each week. However, we are concerned with paper waste, and 

will ask the new Sustainability Sub-Committee to consider how to 

promote reading the bulletin electronically.” 

IX. 8:10-8:14   Bulletin Thanks  

All volunteers involved with Trivia Night.  

Everyone who contributed to the Dominican Republic trip.  

Visiting priests who led our community in Father Joe’s absence.  

Thank you to Ann Marie Eckert for hosting our visiting priests.    

All those involved with putting on the Ministry Fair. 

All those who cooked dinner for Sharing Christ.  

Those leading and participating in our discussions of Confident 

and Competent.   

X. 8:14   Closing Prayer  

 

 

 



 


