
WEEK 2 
 
Q1:  WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY TO CHURCH LEADERS? 
 
Be more inclusive of and open-minded, because we are all God’s children (15).   We need 
more diversity: more involvement of the laity, women, people of color, indigenous people, 
divorced people, LGBTQ, and those who feel abandoned by the Church.  Reconsider 
withholding communion from, e.g., gay couples—Jesus should be available to all.  Society is 
fractured, so the Church should be as open and inviting as possible, and welcome back those 
who have left the Church.  Show more compassion and less judgment to all, including those 
considering abortion or assisted suicide. 
                                   
End sexual abuse and the clerical culture that allows it, hides it, and does not hold 
wrongdoers accountable (11):  We need a Truth and Reconciliation process and an apology 
from the Church, which must restore faith, trust, and credibility.  Admit responsibility, 
recognize that the entire Church is damaged by this scandal, apologize to the entire Church, 
and restore lost trust.  Communicate more fully about the Diocese of Rochester bankruptcy. 
 
Close the gap between the hierarchy and the laity (12):  Bishops must get to know the laity, 
regain the people’s trust, stop operating like canon lawyers, open their hearts and minds, adapt 
and change, put themselves in the people’s place, listen to those with “lived experience” 
outside the Church, reach out to young people.  The Church exists for its people, not for its 
leaders.  Listen to Catholics who say what the hierarchy doesn’t want to hear.  Find a Spirit-
inspired balance between the good in what is new and the good in what is traditional.  Keep us 
better informed about what the Pope and bishops are telling us. 
 
Allow women to participate in all ministries and leadership roles, including ordination; allow 
priests to marry (11). 
 
Support the vulnerable (3):  Defend children from abuse and political exploitation.  Do more to 
help the poor and the homeless.  Provide food, clothing, and shelter to the needy.  First-world 
churches need to help third-world churches.   
 
Educate us (3):  About the doctrine of the Real Presence in the Eucharist, about the theology 
behind the Church’s teachings and “rules,” about the faith inspired by its theologians. 
 
Improve Catholic schools (2):  Allot more money for Catholic education, make the curriculum 
more Catholic; support home schoolers. 
 
Thank you (2):  For standing firm against the multi-pronged attack on truth all around the world 
today; for the Church’s dedication and all that it does for us. 
 
Make the annulment process easier (1). 



 
Reach out more to young people (1). 
 
Offer gluten-FREE hosts for people with celiac disease (1). 
 
 

Q2:  WHO ISN’T BEING HEARD? (38) 

 
Laity 
Women 
LGBTQ people 
Divorced people 
The poor and homeless 
Prisoners 
Unborn children 
Mentally ill people 
The very old and infirm 
Ex-Catholics 
“Recovering” Catholics 
Victims of the sexual abuse scandal 
Non-practicing Catholics and those considering leaving the Church 
Young people 
Teens struggling with faith 
Children 
Families 
Interfaith couples 
People of color 
Indigenous people 
Interfaith couples 
Those harmed by clerical abuse 
Pope Francis 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
Authority of the Church (ignored by laity) 
Parents wanting Catholic education for their children 
Local parish priests and their communities 
Those who focus on the center:  Jesus’s and our resurrection 
Celiacs who can’t take communion 
Women without a decent husband who wish to conceive via IVF 
Volunteers 
 
 
(549 words) 
 


