
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
April 11, 2022 
 
Attended by: Dotse Sogah, Jonathan Lunine, Diane Bradac, Mary Crosley, Fr. Joe, Art 
DeGaetano, Mary Kay LaLonde, Sue Hyatt, Tom Dunn, Everett Shaw, Mary Hutchens, Adrianna 
Cardenas 
Guests: Approximately 15 parishioners attended to listen and offer comments 
 

1. Opening Prayer: Dotse 
 

2. Approval of March Minutes 
The Minutes were approved. (Sue/Diane) 
 

3. Follow-up of Actionable Items 
a. Fr. Joe has requested and received funds from the Finance Comm. To support the 

costs of dinners that focus on parishioner re-engagement. (“Revitalizing St. 
Catherine’s Community”) 

b. Mary C. and Sue have had a first meeting with the “Revitalizing St. Catherine’s 
Community Planning Committee”.  

c. Dotse has notified Tom O’Toole that we are ready to proceed with distributing the 
survey.  

 
4. Brief Announcements 

a. Mary C. announced there will be a Diocesan Social Ministry Conference on May 25 
from 9-12 via Zoom. Fr. Joe will put details of this event in the Bulletin.  

b. Mary C. announced there will be a diocesan branch of Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
in Rochester. There are 3 representatives from Ithaca, Elmira and Rochester. More 
involvement is encouraged.  

c. Dotse requested volunteers to be Prayer leaders for the remainder of our calendar 
year. Jonathan will do May 9 and Diane will do June 13. 

 
5. Comments and Suggestions from Our Parishioners 

a. Interest in what the Council has been doing. Please regularly publish the link to the 
Minutes and add it to the Poster Board where the Council members are featured.  

b. We don’t have a sense of what has been planned by the Council. 
c. Request for more information about the financial situation of the parish. Would a 

running, YTD total keep us more informed?   
d. Would a Stewardship program/committee that includes annual pledges from 

parishioners be useful and help sustain our staffing and programs? 
e. How do we re-engage people who have not returned to Mass? 
f. How about the idea of “bring a Catholic to Mass”? 
g. Where do parishioners submit ideas to the Pastoral Council? (Suggestion Box, direct 

contact with members after Mass, attend meetings) 
h. What’s the best way for the PC to communicate their plans? 



i. Give parishioners more direction regarding the feedback the PC is looking for. 
j. There needs to be a more community building focus. Would a subcommittee for 

social events be helpful? 
k. Having a designated person to go to with ideas for social events would be helpful. 

Simple Soup was mentioned. 
l. A designated PC email address would be helpful. 
m. Ministry fairs might be a way to bring people back.  
n. Staff vacancies have created issues. Would a volunteer coordinator be a helpful role 

to pursue? 
o. We are transitioning from more staff led programming.  
p. Might need to reintroduce the concept of lay leadership. (Reference to the BE Team) 
q. There seems to be an anti-religion bias in some parts of the community. Should we 

be more aware of opportunities to educate on this topic? 
r. Consider where could we each volunteer; high school faith formation has a need. 
s. Need for more opportunities to be involved in group prayer. 
t. Father Joe suggested that there be a “point person” at each Mass to assure all 

positions are covered. This need could be addressed during a future Ministry Fair. 
Art suggested an “all hands-on deck” approach in the meantime. If you see 
openings, step up.  

 
Johnathan mentioned some “take-aways” from the discussion: 

1. Need for a better way to contact the Pastoral Council. 
2. Should there be an event committee? 

 
Dotse thanked everyone for attending and sharing their thoughts. 

 
6. Fr. Joe’s Update and Comments 

Plans for Holy Week are going to include many events. The Parish Picnic will be held on June 11. 
Plans for the Peace Festival are developing. 
 

7. People to be Thanked in the Bulletin 
a. Pat Ober for organizing the Ukraine Walk-a-Thon. 
b. Bonita Davis for organizing the rosary group 
c. Music Ministry and Choir 
d. To our parishioners who attend the April Parish Council Meeting 

 
8. Review of Actionable Items 

a. Develop a designated PC email account that would be monitored regularly. 
b. Publish the PC email account and how to access PC Minutes in the Bulletin. 
c. Publish the link to the Diocesan Social Ministry Conference in the Bulletin (Fr. Joe). 
d. Assure that the Jan. and Feb. Minutes are posted. (Mary H.) 

 
9. Closing Prayer (Dotse) 

 



10.  Adjournment 
 
 

 
 

 


